
 

 

John Ray  25
th
 April 2020 

 

YORKSHIRE MAMMAL GROUP - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Minutes of the AGM held at 7.30pm Thursday 12
th
 March 2020 at St. Olave’s Church Hall,, Marygate 

Lane, York. 

 

Seven members attended.  

1. Apologies for absence. John Drewett, Susan East, Ian Bond, Mary Youngman, Kate Wright 

2. Minutes of the last AGM held 14
th

 February 2019.  The 2019 minutes had been circulated 

by e-mail to the Committee a year previously. The minutes were accepted with no matters 

arising. 

3. Chairman’s Report. John Ray noted that since the previous AGM the group had organised 

around 6 talks, 7 walks, 9 surveys, 2 field trips and attended 3 events. He thanked all the 

committee members, present and absent, for their work, without whom the group would not 

function, nor would events occur. Despite that, membership numbers are declining. 

4. Treasurer’s report. Robert Masheder presented accounts for the year ending 31
st
 October 

2019. Both the General Section and the Bat Section had a surplus of income over expenditure 

in the year. John Drewett had kindly given consultancy/data search time, with fees going to 

North Yorkshire Bat Group. Ann Hanson had kindly given trapping/workshop time, with fees 

going to the group. Given a significant cash balance, RM to investigate a savings account. 

5. Membership Secretary’s Report. Prior to the AGM, JD had advised that there were 38 paid-

up subscriptions: 19 full, 12 joint and 7 concessions. 30 had not paid – JD to chase. 

6. Field studies report. Ann Hanson (CAH) reported another busy year of traps, events and 

winter walks. Demand for live traps continues; there are usually enough volunteers to assist. 

CAH noted that Jack Whitehead will retire from trapping at Bempton. 

7. Recorder’s report.  JR stated there had been two chargeable data enquiries in the year, and 

that mammal records continue to be submitted from the usual contributors. 

8. Imprint report. Andrew Halcro-Johnson advised that Imprint no. 45 had been published, 

shorter than usual. AH-J thanked contributors, and requested new material. 

9. Archivist’s report.  MY was not present and no report was available. 

10. Secretary’s report. Natasha Hambly had stepped down at the beginning of January. 

11. Publicity Officer’s report. Anne Carter has been posting events on the YMG group on 

Facebook (AH-J: 80-100 read them). 

12. NYBG report.  JD was not present and no report was available. AH-J suggested NYBG 

walks should be included in the YMG newsletter. 

13. Election of the YMG Committee members. The Chairman had expressed a wish to stand 

down, but there were no nominations for a successor. Anne Carter was elected as Secretary. 

Other committee members kindly offered to remain in position. There were no nominations 

for Talks Secretary, so the role will be shared by committee members. 

14. Any Other Business. The Chairman said the group can be proud to include a member (CAH) 

recognised for her contribution to mammal conservation and education, as an invited guest at 

Buckingham Palace last summer.             

JR noted there are 241 members of the YMG Facebook group (compared to 50 members of 

YMG), but queried how much young people, more of whom we would like to join, still use 

Facebook. AC to investigate Instagram. AC to get YMG Twitter credentials from Amy.  
AH-J suggested putting the monthly newsletter on YMG Facebook group.        

It was suggested one winter season indoor session could be a Tracks & Signs workshop.     

JR to provide a list of previous YMG speakers, for us to consider contacting some again. 


